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Progressive Insurance Announces
2025 Driving Small Business
Forward Grant Recipients

20 recipients will receive $50,000 each toward the purchase of a commercial vehicle

MAYFIELD VILLAGE, Ohio, Sept. 15, 2025 Progressive Insurance, in cooperation with Hello Alice announced the 20 recipients
of the 2025 Driving Small Business Forward grant program.

The program awarded a total of $1 million, where each recipient will receive $50,000 to invest in the purchase of a commercial
vehicle and foster their business growth.

This marks the fourth consecutive year of the grant program, bringing the total funding distributed through the program to over
$2.5 million. The initiative highlights Progressive's desire to address the critical challenges small businesses face in accessing
capital, enabling them to enhance operations and expand their reach.

“Small businesses are the driving force of innovation and job creation in our communities," said Karen Bailo, Commercial Lines
President at Progressive. "Through the Driving Small Business Forward grant program, we are proud to provide support to
entrepreneurs across the country to ensure they can acquire the essential resources they need to thrive.”

According to the Small Business Administration, 99.9% of all businesses are considered small, making them a vital employment
force in the U.S. Small businesses employ 45.9% of American private sector workers and have accounted for 61.1% of net new
job creation since 1995.

This year's group of grant recipients represent a wide array of industries and geographies. Each recipient was required to
showcase a clear vision for how a commercial vehicle would directly contribute to their business's efficiency, expansion, and
ability to serve their communities.

“My journey has always been about honoring my family's legacy by building bold food solutions — from reviving vacant land to
teaching my neighbors,” said Cecile Wright, owner of Neal and Nettie’s Grocery. “This grant gives us the tools to take that a
step further with our new mobile meat market. This opportunity is about more than money; it's the fuel to bring our vision to life,
to deliver quality products, overcome barriers to healthy food, and create jobs in our community.”

Beyond the financial award, all grant recipients are invited to participate in Hello Alice’s Boost Camp, an accelerator business
coaching program. This 12-week program is designed to equip entrepreneurs with vital skills through educational guides, virtual
expert speakers and workshop sessions, this ensures they can use their grant funds for maximum impact.

The full list of recipients for the 2025 Driving Small Business Forward grant program are:

Rhea Allen, Peppershock Media in Nampa, ldaho

Brianna Arps, MOODEAUX in Newark, Delaware

Herbert Brown, Browntown Farms, LLC in Warfield, Virginia

Karin Dax, Aire + Partners, Inc, in Miami Beach, Florida

Camille Tabor Cobb, Blessed Smiles Mobile Dental, PLLC in Memphis, Tennessee
Nicole Foster, Cajou Creamery in Baltimore, Maryland

Kelvin Johnson, For The Culture Games in Baltimore, Maryland

Kesia King, CHOP CHOP Mobile Salon & Barberin Gurnee, lllinois

Leslie Kinson, Forefront Renovations in Denver, Colorado

Stephanie Kirby, The Blue Daisy Floral Designs. LLC in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Christina Lowe, Arizona Dive Center, LLCin Sun City, Arizona

Alexis Newlin, Authentic Adventures Central California, LLC in Fresno, California
Christine Staley, Magic City Hoagies & Sweets in Minot, North Dakota

Paul Glendenning, Restoration 1 Chicago Lincoln Park in Winnetka, lllinois
Jamel Stephens, AFROPOP in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Lea Stewart, Cardinal Cakes and Coffee in Copley, Ohio



https://www.progressivecommercial.com/business-insurance/
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https://www.progressivecommercial.com/commercial-auto-insurance/
https://peppershock.com/
https://moodeaux.com/
http://www.browntownfarms.com/
http://www.aireandpartners.com/
https://www.blessedsmilesmidsouth.com/
https://www.cajoucreamery.com/
http://www.fortheculturegames.com/
http://www.chopchopmobile.com/
http://www.forefrontrenovations.com/
https://progressiveinsurance-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jessica_jackson_43_progressive_com/Documents/My%20Documents/Hello%20Alice/thebluedaisyfloral.com
http://www.arizonadivecenter.com/
https://www.authenticadventurescencal.com/
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Julie Unger, The Kitchen Culinary School in Melrose, Massachusetts
Kelly Ward, Ward’s Manufacturing in Warren, Rhode Island

Cecile Wright, Neal and Nettie's Grocery in Houston, Texas

Nancy Wunderlich, Gonomix in Volo, lllinois

See and hear more from this year's recipients bywatching a few of their stories and visiting
https://helloalice.com/grants/progressive/.

About Progressive Insurance®

Progressive Insurance® makes it easy to understand, buy and usecar insurance, home insurance, and other protection needs.
Progressive offers choices so consumers can reach us however it's most convenient for them — online at progressive.com, by
phone at 1-800-PROGRESSIVE, via the Progressive mobile app, or in-person with a local agent.

Progressive provides insurance for personal and commercial autos and trucks, motorcycles, boats, recreational vehicles, and
homes; it is the second largest personal auto insurer in the country, a leading seller of commercial auto, motorcycle,
and boat insurance, and one of the top 15 homeowners insurance carriers.

Founded in 1937, Progressive continues its long history of offering shopping tools and services that save customers time and
money, like Name Your Price®, Snapshot®, and HomeQuote Explorer®.

The Common Shares of The Progressive Corporation, the Mayfield Village, Ohio-based holding company, trade publicly at
NYSE: PGR.

SOURCE Progressive Insurance

For further information: Jessica_jackson_43@progressive.com
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